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SECTION 5.7  
  

Discipline in American Public Schools   

Issues of Punitive, Zero tolerance : 
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Yes, Shut Down School to Prison Pipeline... 
         And, Don’t Forget Students with Disabilities in the Plan! 
Denise Marshall, executive director of The Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates, Inc. (COPAA) regarding Secretary Duncan’s proposal on 
9/30/15 to ‘bet on education over incarceration’  
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COMMUNITY ORGANIZING 
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 Solutions Sought Changes: 
 

• Discipline expanded to Restorative Justice 
 

• Behavior Issues Addressed & Social Emotional Learning 
 

• Change in School Climate 
 

• Communication Skills Developed & Encouraged 
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Response & Changes: 

 
• Federal Response – Guidance Letters & Dept. Initiatives 
• State Laws & Regulations 
• Local Government 
• School Board Policies & Practices 
• Implementation at School Sites 
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  Includes:  Gathering Special Education Discipline Data  

     Days of Suspension &  Manifest Determination Info  

     Data Checklists  

             Data Mining Sheets 

                  Risk Assessment Tools   
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KNOW the IDEA STATS:   
 ✔ Although students served under IDEA represent 12 percent of students in 
the country, they are more than twice as likely to receive one or more out-of-
school suspensions as non-IDEA students (13 percent versus 6 percent), and 
they make up 25 percent of students referred to law enforcement and 25 
percent of students who are the subject of a school-related arrest.  
✔✔ Students with disabilities (under the IDEA) represent 12 percent of 
students but nearly 75 percent of the students who are  
physically restrained in their schools. 
✔✔✔ Additionally, research has found that the overwhelming majority of 
suspensions are determined at the discretion of local school officials and not 
mandated by state law or policy. 
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The CADRE community has been integral to expanding Restorative 
Discipline to Special Needs students by bringing  various 
stakeholders together, including an academic &  an advocate,  to 
appreciate the evolution of how Restorative Justice to change 
school discipline,  to share “Discipline That Restores,” and to 

discuss avoiding disputes to prepare by using authentic, 
accessible, and equitable practices students with disabilities for 
education, employment & independent living.   Hopefully, 
Restorative Justice practices will be adopted in schools for Special 
Education student to promote social justice and equity and this 
discussion will continue ….. 

  

 

 
   

  


